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A First Nations school operated 
by one conference — never 
mind a relatively small confer-
ence of 12,000 members — is 

unique; a church-run, First Nations 
School of 200+ is almost unheard of in 
post-Residential School Canada. But here 
we are, watching the completion of a new 
high school and industrial arts centre, and 
celebrating the attainment of the most 
ambitious fundraising goal in the history 
of the Alberta Conference less than two 
and a half years from its announcement 
in July 2015.

As I pondered this amazing journey, I 
looked at who had shared the vision to 
extend the gift of Adventist education to 
the children and families of Maskwacis 
through Mamawi Atosketan Native 
School (MANS). I thought about the 
conversations and stories I had collected 
along the way, and yes, the friends. 
There’s nothing like a shared vision for 
good to bring out the best in people.

New Visionary Partners
What surprised me most when I ana-
lyzed the numbers is how much support 
came from people and organizations 
that had never heard of MANS before 
we contacted them with the story of 
MANS’ power to help effect change. The 
pie chart shows that about 23% of the 
money raised came from these sources, 
which includes private foundations and 
individuals. Neither federal nor pro-

The $4.9 Million 
Bridge Campaign Completed: 

The Meaning of the Means
The journey from vision to completion of the Bridge Campaign has been amazing, and 

unlike anything in any other conference in North America.

BY LYNN McDOWELL, The Bridge Campaign Manager

vincial governments contribute to private 
school building projects, but these vision-
ary people supported MANS in a major 
way.

Another significant source was First 
Nations donors, who contributed almost 
27% of the total raised.

Adventist Constituents 
and Organizations
Within the Alberta Conference, there were 
individuals who made major contribu-

tions, some of them anonymously. Others 
supported MANS by raising funds, sacrifi-
cial giving, prayer and encouraging words. 
There are so many wonderful stories — like 
the story of Zelma Kay, in the April Mes-
senger — and I hope to hear and publish 
more of them. These stories inspire me 
and others; they are gifts in and of them-
selves. Adventists outside the province 
also contributed, bringing contributions 
from the “traditional” Conference source 
of funding to about 45% of the total raised. 

Your generous support has been 
instrumental in meeting our 
target goal of $4.9 million.

We cannot thank you enough.

Your visionary support of a new high 
school and an industrial arts building at

Mamawi Atosketan Native School 
will change lives, create 

opportunities, and inspire young 
people for many years to come. 

With immense gratitude, 

Lynn McDowell
Campaign Manager

school and an industrial arts building at
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*Total includes cash and pledges

$5,026,954*
THE BRIDGE CAMPAIGN DONATION SOURCES 

$1,320,703
First Nations

$246,708
SDA Organizations

$1,130,896
Non-SDA 

Foundations 
and Individuals

$54,541
SDA Bequests

$2,254,401
SDA Church 

Members 
(Non-First Nations)
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We took the MANS story to Adventist 
organizations outside Alberta as well as A 
Better World, who saw the value in what 
is happening in Maskwacis. The North 
America Division places high regard on 
MANS, which is a uniquely Canadian 
model, and designated MANS as a recip-
ient of the 2015 Investment offering; also, 
this June 30, the Thirteenth Sabbath Of-
fering is designated in part for MANS — a 
tremendous affirmation of what is being 
accomplished. ASI (Adventist Laymen’s 
Services International) and VersaFund 
also contributed significantly, as did the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Canada 
Native Ministries. Taken together, these 
organizations contributed about 5% of our 
goal. A forthcoming book by Pacific Press 

Lynn McDowell, LLB & 
Certified Specialist in Planned Giving
Director of Planned Giving | Philanthropy
Alberta Conference (403) 342-5044, ext. 233

The Bridge Campaign may be over, but the good things that happened continue to 
inspire. What drew you to support The Bridge Campaign financially or in other ways? 
Please write or call and let us know. We want to keep the stories alive and thank you, 
because the stories themselves, too, are a gift.

“It is our privilege to be partners with Christ 
in Maskwacis. It’s time to celebrate our 

partnership in His work of Reconciliation, and 
the miracles that have brought us here.”

GOT A STORY TO SHARE?

without a vision for good. A story related 
by MANS Grade 1 teacher Suzanne Self 
shows what happens when this vision is 
lived out day after day, year after year even 
in the most difficult of circumstances: 

A grandfather who’s a Residential 
School survivor brought his grandson to 
school on field trip day. MANS families 
are asked to help with field trip expenses, 
and the grandfather had come to pay the 
family portion. He was one of thousands 
of documented cases where children were 
forcibly taken from their families and 
abused in residential schools — some-
times to death — by the teachers and staff 
of these church-run schools. Suzanne 
watched as the grandfather pulled out the 
government envelope that contained his 

“School Money”, as the token recognition 
of this injustice is known on the Reserve. 
Suzanne watched him count out the bills 
that spoke of his betrayal by Christian 
teachers — money the residential school 
survivor now presented to Suzanne for his 
grandson’s Adventist education. 

Can you imagine leaving your most 
valued possession — your little grand-
son — with a Christian teacher after what 
that grandfather had been through? That’s 
trust. That’s faith. That’s the beginning of 
Reconciliation.

“For Christ was in the world,” Paul tells 
us, “reconciling the world to himself.” It is 
our privilege to be partners with Christ in 
Maskwacis. It’s time to celebrate our part-
nership in His work of Reconciliation, and 
the miracles that have brought us here. 

on some of the world’s most exciting out-
reach projects will include a chapter on 
MANS.

Conference Office Support
While the Conference Office did not take 
money from church coffers to contribute 
to the goal, it did support the campaign 
through salaries and by honouring the 
wishes of families whose loved ones had 
left unrestricted gifts in their wills to the 
Alberta Conference. These gifts by will 
(“bequests”) were significant, and the sup-
port for MANS demonstrated by the fam-
ilies is inspiring. 

Stories about Mission  
None of this would have happened 

Lynn McDowell 
(403) 342-5044 x 233
lmcdowell@albertaadventist.ca

Jenny Nickel x 224
jnickel@albertaadventist.ca

MEANS & MEANING
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Bridge Campaign Donors! 

Families and individuals

The people and organizations whose names appear on these pages contributed funds to The Bridge Campaign 
and helped make the new high school buildings and campus a reality. Due to the limitations of old computer 
programs, we may have missed some names. Please let us know if you donated to the campaign and do not see 
your name by contacting Jenny at (403) 342-5044 x 233 jnickel@albertaadventist.ca.

1. Jeanne Aalders
2. Gordon and Fern Adams
3. Shanelle Adams
4. Delicia Adams
5. Jocelyn Adante
6. Lara Ade
7. Ekua Affum
8. Solomon and Rosie Agdon
9. Garfield Aikman
10. Joan Airhart
11. Bode and Lola Akinfenwa
12. Victoria Alexander

13. Patsy Allan
14. Stan and Janice Allison
15. Arlene Ambrose
16. Kwesi and Olivia Amoh
17. Harvey and Brenda Anderson
18. Byron and Katrina Anderson
19. Raymond and Debra Anderson
20. Cody and Sarah Anderson
21. Evan Anderson
22. Marion Anderst
23. Roland Arceo
24. Benjamin Arias

25. Arthur and Arlene Arndt
26. Justin Arnesto
27. Sam and Toby Asante
28. Sylvanus and Zelannie Assigbe
29. Beyene Atara
30. Leo and Diane Bablitz
31. Belinda Bader
32. Roger Bajzarowicz
33. Jim  and Kelly Baker
34. Anthony and Judy Balfour
35. Darrell and Rosie Ball
36. Robert Ballou

BRIDGE CAMPAIGN DONORS
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37. Nathan and Lillian Banda
38. Ephraim Baragona
39. Nancy Barber
40. Ben and Adeline Barboza
41. Mila Bartolome
42. Nehemias Bautista
43. Darrell and Lise Beaudoin
44. David and Sheila Beaudoin
45. Errol Beckford
46. Alex and Ingrid Belinsky
47. Bob and Ellen Bell
48. F Lloyd and Elizabeth Bell
49. David and Annabelle Bell
50. George and Mary Ann Bell
51. Aaron Bell
52. Richard and Sara Bell
53. Stan and Debbie Bell
54. Dixie Bell-Sankey
55. Audie and Kathleen Benson
56. Larry Bertiotti
57. Adam and Kim Bially
58. Hugh Bishop
59. Ron and Anne Bissell
60. Kathleen Bissett
61. Lema Biton
62. Shannan Blabey
63. Luke Blabey
64. John and Alberta Blake
65. Saundra Blanchard
66. Dave and Darlene Bodnaruk
67. Trevor and Tracey Boller
68. Kathy and Mike Bondett
69. John Borges
70. Edger and Florence Boschee
71. Sharon Bowes
72. Ron and Janey Bownes
73. Doyle and Naomi Brandt
74. Dennis and Dianne Braun
75. Maria Krystell and Marc Brillon
76. Neville Britton
77. Glen and Sharon Brown
78. Miguel and Sharon Brown
79. Hilda Brown
80. Asleigh Brown
81. Jimmie Brown
82. Lyndon and Merlyn Browne
83. Eulynis Browne
84. Robert and Victoria Bruce
85. Ruth Brucks

86. Rolando Bulahan
87. Charles Burce
88. Robert  Burke
89. Len  Burns
90. Robert and Joanne Burns
91. Dale and Tammy Burns
92. Kathlynne Butler
93. Godelieve Bwasisi
94. Jaron and Lisa Bye
95. Rona Grace Capangpangan
96. Medilyn and Rodenito Caponpon
97. Lester Carney
98. Leanne Carrigan
99. Yvon and Judy Caza
100. Doreen Cazes
101. Randy and Debra Chenowith
102. Ken and Faye Cherepuschak
103. Randy and Maureen Chernipeski
104. Nancy Childers
105. France Chimembiri
106. Desiree Chin
107. Gerry and Barbara Chipeur
108. Ed and Wanda Chipeur
109. Gordon and Joan Christenson
110. Allen and Margaret Clarke
111. Keith and Ngaire Clouten
112. Gertrude Comm
113. Des and Trudy Cooper
114. Cameron Corbet
115. Jeff Corbett
116. Donald and Phyllis Corkum
117. Leroy and Debbie Corkum
118. Carol Cote
119. Bea Coupland
120. Ruth Crabbe
121. Ken and Colleen Crawford
122. Dean Cundliffe
123. Ellen Curtis
124. Romy and Lillia Daquila
125. Paul and Grace Dara
126. Rebecca and Everett Davidson
127. Norman Davis
128. William and K Holly Day
129. Samuel Dayondon
130. Katie DeBoer
131. Ted and Sandra Deer
132. Paul and Ruth Dempsey
133. Trista and Ivan Detchev
134. Violie Diaz

135. Harvey Dick
136. Sandy Dick
137. John Dmyterko
138. Merwyn and Vivian Dobbin
139. Albert Dobbin
140. Sandra Dodds
141. Roberson Dorelus
142. Alison Down
143. Gisele Dubois
144. John and Catherine DuBourt
145. Marjorie Dubuc
146. Keith and Penny Dubuc
147. Ed and Cheryl Dunn
148. Robert and Rebekah Dunn
149. Erika and Hal Eamon
150. Marguerite Earle
151. Quentin Eboa
152. Keith and Ruth Edgson
153. Jacob and Mary Elias
154. Dwight and Liela Elias
155. Ken and Venita Elkow
156. Mohamad Elwenni
157. Martin and Nicole Engelberts
158. Glenn and Mildred Engen
159. Daisy Espelita
160. Mary Jane Evangelista
161. Marion Evans
162. Joubert and Nancy Falcunitin
163. Collins and Dorothy Falesau
164. David and Loretta Fehr
165. Melanie Fehr
166. Tyler and Stephanie Ferguson
167. Sergie and Massiel Ferrer
168. Orville and Ella Ferris
169. Robert and Cheralee Filion
170. Gerry Fink
171. David and June Fiorito
172. J D Victor and Gem Fitch
173. Leo and Gladys Fitch
174. Paul Fitch
175. Victor Fitch, Jr
176. Bertha Flowers
177. Peter and Vicky Ford
178. Jennifer Foster
179. Terry and Judith Foulston
180. Allen and Airlie Fowler
181. Irene Fraser
182. Sandra Friesen
183. Travis and Jessica Fry

BRIDGE CAMPAIGN DONORS
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184. Rob Gallant
185. Mindi Ganson
186. Reo Ganson
187. Larry and Elvira Gascoyne
188. Claire Gauthier
189. Kalissa Geffrard
190. Ernest and Anny Geissler
191. Gloria Geollegue
192. David and Sheri Gieck
193. Ngaere Gill
194. Howard and Judith Gimbel
195. Vernon Gimbel
196. Mark and Corene Glover
197. Connie Goltz
198. Pope and Agatha Gondwe
199. Lloyd and Judy Gorbenko
200. Philip Gormley
201. John Gorveatt
202. Bonnie and Gerald Goulet
203. Rodney and Patricia Grabo
204. Rochelle Graca
205. Leonard Grant
206. Richard Gray
207. Shirley Greenhalgh
208. Ron and Janet Griffith
209. Terry Griffith
210. Kent and Ruth Grinde
211. Clarence and Beryl Grosso
212. Myrtle Grovet
213. Doug and Heather Grovet
214. Dan and Gina  Guiboche
215. Edmund and Imelda Guillermo
216. Florence Guinet
217. Rosemarie Gunio
218. Verne and Becky Gustavsen
219. Ester and Morris Hackenberg-Lutz
220. Kurt and Shari Hagen
221. Delmar and Audrey Haggkvist
222. Larry and Janet Hall
223. Carolyn and William Halyrevich
224. Arlene Hansen
225. Lyndene and Raymond Hansen
226. Michaela Harnish
227. Andrew and Micky Harnish
228. Diana Harper
229. Larry Harper
230. Ian and Irma Hartley
231. Warren Hartman
232. Terry Hartwig

233. Lynden and Liisa Hawes
234. Anthony and Janice Hebert
235. Jan and Loralie Hempel
236. Esther Hempel
237. Ron and Ingrid Henderson
238. Everett and Sylvia Herrebrugh
239. Lonnie and Rayette Hetland
240. Mary Jane Hetland
241. Grace Higgins
242. Kelvin and Marcia Hill
243. Kendra Hill
244. Travis and Shannon Hinzman
245. Georgia Hirschkorn
246. Howard and Yasmin Hixt
247. Gary and Almyra Hodder
248. Darlene Hoffman
249. Bob and Marlene Holdal
250. Wendy Holly
251. Jane Holmes
252. Paul and Nicole Holness
253. Dale Holtz
254. Billy and Donna Hoover
255. Olga Horaska
256. Aurelie Hoskin
257. Mary Hubbard
258. Annette Hubbard
259. Kenneth and Doris Hubbard
260. Richard and Ruth Huether
261. Ruby Hufanda
262. Herbert and Melvina Hummel
263. Marvin Hunt
264. Dean and Sue Hurdman
265. Gordon and Marieann Hussell
266. Clarence and Vera Hyde
267. Roy and Lois Hymanyk
268. Pauline Ijeh
269. Chip and Jodie Ingraham
270. Evelyn Ingraham
271. Gerald Ingram
272. Ruth and Horst Irrgang
273. Joan Ison
274. John and Barbara Janes
275. Hilda Jasman
276. Emmanuelle Jean
277. Pierreline Jean
278. David Jeffrey
279. Kathy Jenkins
280. Percy and Jeanette Jerzak
281. Ronald and Lorna Joch

282. Donald and Heather Johnson
283. Phil and Loretta Johnson
284. Mark Johnson
285. Renee Johnson
286. Trevor and Crystal Johnson
287. Larry Johnson
288. Ivan and Mary Johnson
289. Alvaro Jojoa
290. Blair (Wesley) and Judy Jones
291. Anthony Jones
292. Dale and Nanette Jones
293. Zoran Jovanovic
294. Jackie Juse
295. Walt Kalkan
296. William and Rose Marie Kalynko
297. Amos Kamande
298. Arthur and Yvonne Kapiniak
299. Ron Karoles
300. John Kartik
301. Ivan Kastachchuk
302. Martin and Jeannine Kaup
303. Warren and Cheryl Kay
304. Zelma Kay
305. Herb and Geri Kennedy
306. Caroline Kiehlbauch
307. Lucy Kiehlbauch
308. Fred and Edith Kiggundu
309. David (Eun Duk) Kim
310. Sharon Kinch
311. Betty Kindl
312. Naomi Kirk
313. Derald and Teresa Kisser
314. Irene Kitimbo
315. Ivan and Doris Klam
316. Brian and France Klatt
317. Michelle Klatt
318. Gerald and Lillian Klebanowski
319. Lloyd and Ruth Knopp
320. Eric and Rebecca Koester
321. Patricia and John Koller
322. Adelheid Kondla
323. Dorothy Kosanovich/Proud
324. Nicholas and Lillian Kozachenko
325. Albert and Anne Kruger
326. Mary Krysowaty
327. Hjurk Jin and Angie Kwon
328. Bernando and Ivy Lacanilao
329. John and Debbie Lacanilao
330. Ben and Lynn Lacanilao

BRIDGE CAMPAIGN DONORS
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331. Terry and Colleen Lachance
332. Clayton Lachance
333. Fran Lackie
334. Sharon Lane
335. Ewart and Terri Lang
336. Lars Larson
337. Victor and Patricia Latoski
338. Alan and Gwen Laursen
339. Joe and Karen Laycock
340. Bernice and Keith Leavitt
341. Brian and Jan Leavitt
342. Karen and Justin Lee
343. Jinwook Lee
344. Ernest and Mandi Leible
345. Wayne and Gail Leiske
346. Notger and Rosa Lemke
347. Ronald and Connie Letniak
348. Curtis and Julia Letniak
349. Lawrence and Debbie Letniak
350. Dr. Henry and Karen Leung
351. John Leung
352. Ernest and Carey LeVos
353. Barry and Darlene Litke
354. Ken Littlechilds
355. Russell and Laurie Littman
356. Edward Liwanag
357. Lessye Lopez
358. Javier Alfonso and Giavier Lopez Olaya
359. Norma Loran
360. Reuben and Kathy Lorenson
361. Lyneth Luceno
362. Edith Lukinuk
363. Robin and Taralynn Lyons
364. Pekka and Sarah Maattanen
365. William Machungo
366. David and Stella MacKay
367. Owen and Neva Macphee
368. Jon and May Madgewich
369. Andy Magbago
370. Virginia Manchur
371. Andrew and Anita Manyevere
372. Ester Marcella
373. Jack and Penny Marcinyk
374. Christina Martin
375. Ina and Basil Martin
376. Juliah Maru
377. Susan Maruzs
378. Yucabeth Masita
379. Andrew and Charlene Masson

380. Rebecca Masson
381. Amanda Masterson
382. Annamma Mathew
383. Anna Matthew
384. Daniel Mbewa
385. James and Phoebe Mbewa
386. Lyndon and Jackie McAfee
387. Glen and Grace McAfee
388. Ed McCann
389. Grace McCann
390. Marilyn McCarty
391. Shealagh McClelland
392. John and Lynn McDowell
393. Bill McGhie
394. Dorothy McGrath
395. Eleanor McKay
396. Raymond and Hazel McKinzie
397. Rob and Chloe McLaren
398. Marlene McLeod
399. Alexander McLeod
400. Rod and Coralynn McLeod
401. Sudha Medavarapu
402. Joel and Lara Melashenko
403. Miguel Angel and Raquel Melgar Vega
404. Myrtle Melnik
405. Ricarda Mendoza
406. Ben and Shirley Meyer
407. David Midiburo
408. Wayne and Karen Miller
409. James and Annette Mills
410. Jack Milmine
411. Sandra Mishaninger
412. Feroze and Marilyn Mohammed
413. Tracy Molnar
414. Nimrod Montano
415. Walter Monterrosa
416. Neil and Yvonne Moore
417. Jane Moraal
418. Sony Mullapudi
419. Alan  Murdock
420. Shannon Murphy
421. Eustache and Esperance Musafili
422. Melissa Myers
423. Fred and Rosaline Nahorney
424. Lorence and Bernice Nahorney
425. Julian Nakonechny
426. Susan Nauss
427. Linda and Caesar Nawalkowski
428. Ndeze Ndekezi

429. Juanita Neal
430. Richard and Lorraine Nelson
431. Minnett Nelson-Gunter
432. Susan Neumann
433. Jenny Nickel
434. Don and Hennie Nickoriuk
435. Murvin and Carol Nicks
436. Felicite Niyigaba
437. Ernest and Yvonne Norhton
438. Cheri and Lyle Notice
439. Don and Carol Nycholat
440. Harold and Elaine Ohlman
441. Yinka OJewole
442. Tom and Charlotte Openshaw
443. Aubrey and Carolyn Osmond
444. Violet Otto
445. Gerald Otto
446. Mercy Packianayagam
447. Mavis Page
448. Phil and Monique Palamattam
449. Jim Palapar
450. Bob and Lisa Palinka
451. Marjorie Paraiso
452. Jason Park
453. Dave and Thelma Parker
454. Wilma Patterson
455. George Patzer
456. Norman and Diane Pearson
457. Glen and Dorothy Pearson
458. Sherry and Ami Peer
459. Danny and Noemi Perez
460. Ralph and Kathleen Peterson
461. Stephen and Rechilda Peterson
462. Kelly and Lindsay Petriew
463. Kayann Peynedo Ferguson
464. Raymond and Candace Phillips
465. Ora-Lee Phillips
466. George and Ruth Phillips
467. Matthew Piersanti
468. William Piersanti
469. Ken and Gloria Pierson
470. Pierre Polino
471. (Lillian) Leslie Price
472. Jamie and Nicole Price
473. Ken and Delores Proud
474. Brenda Proud
475. Doug and Terri Proud
476. Anelyn Proud
477. Bobby and Ewa Rambally

BRIDGE CAMPAIGN DONORS
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478. James and Cheryl Ramsay
479. John and Lucille Ramsay
480. Bob and Shirley Ratzlaff
481. Pam Rayavarapu
482. Edward and Marion Reimche
483. Alma Reimche
484. Leo Reimche
485. Noel and Vanetta Richard
486. Carol Richardson
487. Keith and Lorraine Richter
488. Derek and Rena Richter
489. Sylvester and Ruth Riffin
490. Jerrold and Cecelia Ritchey
491. Garth and Sharonette Robinson
492. Laurence and Joy Robinson
493. Alexander Rocca
494. Roger Rodriguez
495. Cornel and Leia Roman
496. Laverne and Joyce Rose
497. Peter and Kathryn Rosenberger
498. Tyler Rosengren
499. L Rowe
500. Cheryl Rusk
501. Tony and Lynwen Salango
502. Hopston Samuels
503. Keith and Mishka Samuels
504. Gordon and Kristine Sandboe
505. Murray and Elaine Sankey
506. Scott Sankey
507. Erika Sarmiento
508. Elvin Saruk and  Grace Fedak
509. Robert Satnik
510. Maureen Schaber
511. Roberta and Bob Schafer
512. Dave and Shirley Schafer
513. Rodney and Judith Schafer
514. Malcolm Schafer
515. Wayne and Pamela Schafer
516. Aine Schmidt Weiss
517. Janice Schnurr
518. Hannah Schulte
519. Edwin and Maja Schulze
520. Grant Scott
521. Geri  Seidel
522. Llewellyn Seitz
523. Dean and Suzanne Self
524. Gary and Colleen Sell
525. Ryan and Melanie Semchuk
526. Noemi Seneta

527. Dennis Serva
528. Jennifer Shackleton
529. Darren Shipowick
530. Phyllis Shoop
531. Wendy Shoop-Oliphant
532. Sophie Sibanda
533. E Sinclair
534. Lesley Sifflet
535. Sherry Silk
536. John and Deborah Silva
537. D’Arcy and Judith Simanton
538. Avsenio Sinding
539. Russell Sitek
540. Terry and Debbie Skoretz
541. Joe and Linda Skwarchuk
542. Raymond and Sheila Smith
543. Howard and Carrol Smith
544. Patricia Smith
545. Brent Smith
546. Lorraine Sorokan
547. Stephen and Christine Sosi
548. Naomi Sosi
549. Elvina and Melvin  Stearns
550. Lily Steinke
551. James and Gloria Stenhouse
552. Dawn Stickle
553. George Stonecypher
554. Dwayne and Diane Straub
555. Sandra Stroud
556. Lois Sveen
557. Ron and Nicole Sydenham
558. Sheila Ta-Ala
559. Yves and Beverly Tailleur
560. Elizabeth Talbot
561. Gordon Tally
562. Ben Tataryn
563. Russell and Carol Tataryn
564. Wilfred and Anne Tetz
565. Wayne and Carol Tetz
566. James and Shirley Tetz
567. Tamara Thomas
568. Leroy and Roselin Thompson
569. Christina Thorarinson
570. Eugene and Sally Thorarinson
571. Honey and Clinton Todd
572. Alfredo and Karelys Torres
573. Dilcia Torres
574. Pamela Towers
575. Sherille Townsend

576. Adrian and Laurel Trenchuk
577. Brian and Becky Trenchuk
578. Sheldon and Rhonda Trenchuk
579. Alex and Rose Trenchuk
580. David and Marcia Trott
581. Brad and Deborah Trumpf
582. Ernie and Betty Trynchuk
583. Sally Joy Tulliong
584. Elizabeth Tym
585. Clifford Tym
586. Orlin Uzunov
587. Jessica Vadeboncoeur
588. Doug and Deb Vadeboncoeur
589. Ron and Patti Vaillant
590. Esther Van Abs
591. Stephen Van Rensburg
592. Tillie Van Schaik
593. Jeremy vanDieman
594. Evie and Cole VanScheik
595. Joyce and Bill VanScheik
596. Greg and Kalee VanWart
597. William and Joyce Vernon
598. Maija Vesaniemi
599. Joanne Wageman
600. Lilya and John Wagner
601. Douglas Wagner
602. Cleon Wagner
603. Jack Waller
604. David and Kathleen Walls
605. Jergens Wanyonyi
606. Allan and Sheila Ward
607. Calvin and Donna Ward
608. Gerald and Joyce Wasylyshen
609. Paul Watkins
610. Lorraine Weardon
611. Darren and Maureen Weber
612. Johanne Webster
613. Bryan and Orti Weich
614. Rick and Kathy Weich
615. Leslie Weidell
616. Mae Welch
617. Nathan Welch
618. Jean Wells
619. Sandra Welty
620. Hilda and Joseph Welygan
621. Grace Wetter
622. Daron and Heather Wheeler
623. David White
624. Terry and Carol White

BRIDGE CAMPAIGN DONORS
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1. 1718731 Alberta Ltd
2. A Better World
3. Adventist Laymen’s Services and 

Industries
4. Alma Bencivenga Professional Corp.
5. BIRD Industrial Group Limited
6. Breakfast for Learning
7. C.J. Grundling Professional Corp.
8. Calgary Foundation
9. Canadian Welding Association
10. Chase Office Interiors Inc
11. Darren’s Truck Repair (976683 Alberta 

Ltd O/A)
12. Easy Save Appliance

13. Edmonton Community Foundation
14. F. K. Morrow Foundation
15. Hecla Contracting Ltd
16. Henry I Quaye Professional Corporation
17. HRJ Consulting
18. Joseph Oyeyemi Professional
19. Les Immeubles Jean-Robert Grenier Inc.
20. Letniak Farms
21. Letniak Land and Cattle Ltd.
22. Little Gem Ranches Ltd.
23. Masosio Services Inc
24. Pepsico Foundation
25. Performance Excellence Global Ltd.
26. Poplar Beaver General Contracting Inc

27. Ptarmigan Charitable Foundation
28. Riverton Construction Ltd
29. Rotary Club of St. Albert
30. SDA Church in Canada - Native 

Ministries
31. Spyder Controls
32. Sunrise Constructors Inc.
33. T4 Tax Inc
34. The Good Water Company
35. The Greene Family Charitable 

Foundation
36. The Siemsen Family Trust
37. TNT Global Accounting Corp.
38. Versacare, Inc

Organizations

625. Barbara White 
626. Ron and Holline White
627. Gerald and Virginia Whitehead
628. Othelia Whyne-Thomas
629. Ken and Vera Wiebe
630. Mabel and Bill Wigley
631. Blake Wile
632. Roger and Marie Wilkins
633. Larry Wilkins
634. John Williams
635. Murray and Sylvia Williams
636. Charles Wilson
637. Tracey Wilson
638. Larry and Gail Wilton
639. Ron and Lil Windels
640. Amy Windels
641. Shirley Winkler
642. Alice Wombold
643. Frederik (Fritz) and Margaret Wortman
644. George and Barbara Wright
645. Joy Wright
646. Richard and Debra Wutzke
647. Ewald Wutzke
648. Sterling Wuzinski
649. Ron Yabut
650. Dianne Yaceyko
651. Steve and Esther Yaceyko
652. Rose Young
653. Rita Yuros
654. Gary and Wauneita Ziegenhagel
655. Gwen Zilkie
656. Harald and Gisela Zinner

BRIDGE CAMPAIGN DONORS



The Ptarmigan 
Charitable Foundation 
and Bird Construction, 
for which the Cree 
Cultural Centre and 
construction shop are 
named, are new friends 
of Mamawi Atosketan 
Native School who 
were introduced to 
MANS through the 
Bridge Campaign. 

The comments of Dr. 
Richard Bird, prepared 
for the September 
opening event, provide 
insight into the hearts 
of thoughtful people 
who have observed 
and believe in the 
power of the education 
provided at Mamawi 
Atosketan—the 
meaning of the means 
they have invested.
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A Message from 
Dr. Richard Bird

Good afternoon from 
Ptarmigan Charitable 
Foundation and Bird 

Construction Company, both 
affiliated with the Bird family 
of Calgary. I wish I could be 
present to share in today’s 
opening event for the new 
Mamawi  Atosketan Native 
School facilities and associated 
programs. 

First, congratulations to 
the students, parents, staff, 
Board and all supporters for 
the remarkable achievement 
of funding and constructing 
the new high school and 
supporting facilities. I think 
they will make a strong 
contribution to MANS’ 
continued progress in 
providing a high-quality 
education to its students. Of 
course, this wouldn’t have 
been possible without a 
tremendous effort from all, 
but I want to especially note 

the contribution of the current 
students and their families 
to the development of these 
facilities, not just for their 
own immediate benefit, but 
also for the benefit of their 
fellow students for many years 
to come. I would certainly 
not have been nearly so 
encouraged to support the 
project were it not for the 
positive testimonials from 
the students about their 
experience at MANS and 
their plans for their lives, and 
the positive environment 
I observed on my visit to 
the school. I believe that all 
students can rightly feel that 
they “own” these new facilities 
as much as anyone does, and 
that they will care for both 
the facilities and MANS’ 
underlying values in the years 
to come, as owners do.

MEANS & MEANING
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Why Education? 
I have been asked to 
comment on why I feel 
that a rejuvenation of 
the Cree Culture needs 
to be an important 
part of the educational 
experience at MANS. 

It starts with my belief 
in the importance of 
education itself. There 
is so much to learn and 
know about the universe 
that we all live within and 
about the development 
of humanity in all its 
variations within that 
small corner of the 
universe that we occupy, 
for now. There is the 
opportunity for personal 
joy just from the learning of 
a new thing and for resulting 
enrichment of one’s life that 
everyone should have the 
benefit of, even if there were 
no other practical benefits. 
But of course, there are 
immense practical benefits 
from education and increased 
knowledge. Education opens 
up life choice options that 
otherwise wouldn’t exist or 
would be very difficult to 
access. Regardless of what 
choices each one of us makes, 
it is better to have more 

“
to who we are. That was 
the terrible failure of 
the residential school 
system above and beyond 
the forced removal of 
children from their 
families, and an abysmal 
governance system that 
permitted widespread 
abuses. The forced 
stripping of language 
and culture from those 
generations of children 
was also stripping away 
a large part of their 
personal identities, their 
very selves. For most 
the gain in educational 
benefits was not worth 
the resulting loss of self.
That’s on the one 

hand — the First Nations 
people were themselves 
deprived of the benefits of 
being grounded in their own 
culture and were obviously 
the primary victims. But all 
of humanity itself has lost 
something as well. Cree 
culture and traditional 
knowledge is part of the 
diverse development of the 
overall human experience 
and has value to the broader 
society, including though 
not limited to, both natural 
science and art. This too we 

choices available than fewer, or 
none at all. Education provides 
a broader perspective from 
which to make those choices 
and a better chance to make 
the choice that is best for each 
one of us. And education 
increases the likelihood of 
enjoying a successful, creative 
and fulfilling life within what 
ever choices we do make.

As to the Cree culture, on 
the one hand, I think there is 
a much better understanding 
now of the importance of 
language and culture to 
individual personal identity, 

Cree culture and tradtional knowledge has 
value to the broader society, including both 

natural science and art.”

MEANS & MEANING
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Dr. Richard Bird 
Canada’s CFO of 
the Year 2010.

Lynn McDowell, LLB & 
Certified Specialist in Planned Giving
Director of Planned Giving | Philanthropy
Alberta Conference (403) 342-5044, ext. 233

all stand to lose if language 
and culture education is not 
paired with other forms of 
education. However, there 
is no reason why it must be 
one or the other. It can and 
should be both, and that 
is the purpose behind the 
Ptarmigan Cree Cultural 
Centre, which we are pleased 
to have been given the 
opportunity to support.

I have also been asked 
to comment on how the 
Bird Construction Building 
Technologies Shop fits with 
getting a good education.
Of course, this bit of the 
educational panorama is 
focussed on the very practical 
career opportunity side of 

“Dr. Bird’s message 
is uplifting and 
humbling at the 
same time. I 
have nothing 
else to add.” 
Lynn McDowell

things, and a very specific 
type of career opportunity. 
It certainly won’t be for 
everyone, but how will you 
know that it is or isn’t for 
you unless you have the 
opportunity try it out in high 
school, at least a little? And I 
don’t mean just the young men 
among the MANS student 
body, there is no reason 
why young women cannot 
enjoy well paid employment 
in construction as well. On 
that note, Construction is 
an industry where there is a 
strong demand for trained 
employees, with good wages 
and lots of opportunity, 
and there always should 
be, so it’s a good option 
to have in your pocket.

I’ll close by saying once 
again, congratulations 
to you all for what’s been 
accomplished. Make the best 
of it! And thank you for the 
opportunity to be involved. 

— Richard Bird, PhD, MBA

The Ptarmigan Cree Cultural Centre.

MEANS & MEANING




